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October 3, 2025Office of Student Financial Aid and Scholarships  



ÅFree Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

ÅCost of Attendance and Student Aid Index (SAI)

ÅFinancial Aid Awarding and Types of Aid

ÅAdditional Resources

ÅSatisfactory Academic Progress

ÅContacting our Office

October 3, 2025Office of Student Financial Aid and Scholarships 

Agenda
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The U.S. Department of Education believes that 
the responsibility for financing post-secondary 
education lies with a student and their parents.

Federal financial aid funds are a way to assist 
families with that expense. Financial aid consists of 
funds provided to students and families to help 
pay for postsecondary educational expenses.

FAFSA Overview
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FAFSA must be submitted annually and serves as only 
application for federal/state aid  at most schools. Apply at 
studentaid.gov.  

You and your parent(s) (if applicable) must approve the transfer 
of 2024 tax data from the IRS into the 2026-27 FAFSA. Parental 
tax data is required for most students. 

You and your parent(s) must have an FSA ID. 

FAFSA Overview

https://studentaid.gov/
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FAFSA Overview

2026 -27 FAFSA 
opens October 1. 

Submit online at 
studentaid.gov

File by the earliest 
first-priority date 

of the schools you 
are considering.

You do not have 
to be admitted to 
a school to submit 

the FAFSA.

You must submit 
the FAFSA every 

year.

Create your FSA 
ID now!
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Apply for an FSA ID

Å It is ESSENTIAL to request FSA IDs for both the student and 
parent(s) before  beginning the FAFSA. 

Å FSA ID will require a unique email address and cell phone 
number to verify the ID. 

Å Do not use your high school email account.
Å A multi-factor authentication process will happen every time a 

person logs into the FAFSA.

FAFSA Overview



studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
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FAFSA Overview

studentaid.gov
ω{ŜƭŜŎǘ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ

Get Started
ωEnter personal information ς name, date of birth, 

social security number.

Contact 
Information

ωProvide mailing address, email, cell phone, language 
preferences, challenge questions.

Two-Step 
Verification

ωEmail and cell phone can only be connected to one 
FSA ID.

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
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Necessary Documents:

Å Social Security Numbers (Student/Parent)
Å{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ
Å 2024 Federal Tax Return (Student/Parent) ς not typically needed
Å 2024 untaxed income records (Student/Parent)
Å Includes child support received and other income not included 

in the IRS Adjusted Gross Income.
Å Current bank statements (Student/Parent)

FAFSA Overview
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FAFSA Overview - Student
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Students and parents may begin, complete, and submit a new 
FAFSA form. We recommend the student begin the FAFSA .

Dependent students must invite their parent(s) to contribute to 
their FAFSA, if parent information is required. 

Students and parent contributors must provide consent and 
approval to retrieve and disclose federal tax information from IRS 
for the student to be eligible for federal aid. 

FAFSA Overview
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Are your parents married to each other?
ÅIf yes, provide information about both parents
ÅIf no, next question

Do your parents live together?
ÅIf yes, provide information about both parents
ÅIf no, next question 

Did one parent provide more financial support than the other, the past 
12 months?
ÅLŦ ōƻǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άbƻέΦ You must report the parent 
with greater income and assets in the next question.   

ÅHas the parent you identified in the previous questions remarried?
ÅIf yes, provide information for parent and stepparent.
ÅIf no, provide information about this parent only.

FAFSA Overview
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FAFSA Overview
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents 

https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents
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FAFSA Overview
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FAFSA Overview
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FAFSA Overview - Student
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FAFSA Overview - Student
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FAFSA Overview - Student

No Consent = 
No Federal Aid
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FAFSA Overview - Student
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FAFSA Overview - Student
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Dependent Student

Under the age of 24, single with no 
children/legal dependents; unable 
ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ άȅŜǎέ ǘƻ C!C{! 
dependency questions, with no 
unusual circumstances.

Requires biological or adoptive 
parental information.

FAFSA Overview

Independent Student

Age 24 or older, graduate or 
married student, has children or 
legal dependents, or meets other 
criteria or extenuating 
circumstances.

No parental information required.
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FAFSA Overview - Student
On/after age 13: orphan, ward of court, or 
foster care

Veteran or active-duty serviceperson 

Children or other legal dependents

Legally emancipated minor

In the care of legal guardian (not custodian)
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FAFSA Overview - Student



October 3, 2025Office of Student Financial Aid and Scholarships  

FAFSA Overview - Student

Unsubsidized loans up to 
$5500 per year are the 
only option available to 
students whose parent(s) is 
unwilling to complete the 
FAFSA. Additional 
documentation and 
verification is required by 
the school to determine 
eligibility.
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FAFSA Overview - Student
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FAFSA Overview - Student
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FAFSA Overview - Student



October 3, 2025Office of Student Financial Aid and Scholarships  

FAFSA Overview - Student

Tax information is 
from 2024. Asset 
information is 
reported with 
current values.



October 3, 2025Office of Student Financial Aid and Scholarships  

FAFSA Overview - Student
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FAFSA Overview - Student

Åhƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴŦƻ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 
to progress through the FAFSA. 
The second parent (if applicable) 
can be invited by the first parent.

ÅThe parent accesses the FAFSA 
by the invitation in the email. 

ÅThe student is also provided an 
invitation link and invitation code 
that can be shared directly with 
the parent.
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FAFSA Overview - Student
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FAFSA Overview - Student
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FAFSA Overview - Student
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FAFSA Overview - Student
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FAFSA Overview ς Parent(s)
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FAFSA Overview ς Parent(s)
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FAFSA Overview ς Parent(s)
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FAFSA Overview ς Parent(s)
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FAFSA Overview ς Parent(s)

Confirm identity 
information

Provide 
consent/approval for use 
of federal tax information

Provide demographic 
and contact information

Provide current marital 
status

Indicate number in family List state of residence
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FAFSA Overview ς Parent(s)
Select if anyone in your 
household received free/reduced-
price school lunch in 2024 or 
2025 based on household 
income and guidelines.

Do not select if you do not meet 
household income guidelines, but 
attend in a school district that is 
eligible based on low-income 
guidelines.


